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KILDARE COUNTY COUNCIL  

Minutes of meeting of Council 

held at 2.00pm 

Monday 30 April 2018  

Áras Chill Dara, Devoy Park, Naas, Co Kildare. 

 

Members Present: Councillor M Miley Jnr (Mayor), Councillors M Aspell, A Breen, A Breslin, K 

Byrne, B Caldwell,  D Callaghan, M Coleman, R Cronin, I Cussen, M Dalton, 

S Doyle, T Durkan, D Fitzpatrick,  B Hillis, I Keatley, C Kelly, P Kennedy, A 

Larkin, M Lynch, M McCabe, P McEvoy, J McGinley, F McLoughlin Healy, S 

Moore, T Murray, J Neville, N O Cearúil, S O’Neill, J Pender, R Power, S 

Power, T Redmond, D Scully, M Stafford, M Wall, P Ward, B Weld and B 

Young  

 

Apologies:             Councillor F Brett 

 

Also Present: Mr P Carey, Chief Executive, Messrs J Boland, T McDonnell, P Minnock, N 

Morrissey and Ms S Kavanagh (Directors of Services), Ms B Sweeney 

(A/Head of Finance), Ms M McIvor (Meetings Administrator), Ms K Keane 

(Meetings Secretary) and other officials. 

 

 

01/0418 

   Vote of Sympathy 

The Mayor welcomed the members to the meeting and extended his sympathy to the families of 

the late: 

 

Ned Noonan, (former Mobile Library Driver). 

 

Jim Burke, former employee Machinery Yard and Leixlip WWTP. 

 

A minute’s silence was observed. 
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02/0418 

Adoption of minutes 

The council considered the minutes of the monthly meeting of 26 March 2018, together with the 

progress report. Ms McIvor advised the members of an amendment to the draft minute under ref 

16/0318 that had been circulated previously, and sought approval to same. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Hillis, seconded by Councillor Dalton that the minutes of 

the monthly meeting of 26 March 2018 including the amendment under 16/0318, be adopted and 

the progress report noted. 

 

03/0418 

Suspension of Standing Orders 

Councillor J Pender proposed the suspension of Standing Orders as allowed for under Standing 

Order No 25 to allow for a discussion on why the joint motion submitted by her and Councillor 

Young which asked ‘That the members of Kildare County Council support a yes vote in the 

upcoming referendum to repeal the eighth amendment’ was disallowed. She confirmed that this 

motion was ruled out of this month’s agenda under Standing Order No 12 which allows the Mayor, 

the Chair of the Protocol Committee and the Chief Executive to make a decision to rule a motion 

out on the basis of it being potentially controversial. Councillor Pender confirmed the joint motion 

had been submitted 6 days in advance of the deadline date and confirmed they had only received 

written notification of it being ruled out the day before the agenda issued. She confirmed two 

further motions submitted on the same issue were ruled out on the basis of also being potentially 

controversial. Councillor Pender stated she believed the subject of abortion, women’s reproductive 

health care and bodily autonomy is a subject that should be open for discussion at local level and 

strongly disagreed with it being ruled out.  The Mayor stated the decision had been made having 

regard to Standing Order No 12 noting the Standing Orders were agreed and adopted by the 

members themselves. He stated Standing Order No 12 was invoked given the subject is deemed 

to be a personal and private matter for each individual to reach their own decision on and the fact 

that there is a referendum on the issue in 3 weeks time.  

 

Ms McIvor, Meetings Administrator read out Standing Order No 25 which states: 

‘Subject to the provisions and requirement of the act, any other enactment, and standing order, 

except numbers 13, 15, 19, (and 17 and 18 if so decided by the council) may at any time be 

suspended on a motion proposed without notice for the purpose of enabling any specific business 
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defined in the suspensory motion to be considered and dealt with by the council, subject to the 

requirement that at least two-thirds of the members present vote in favor, any fraction in the 

calculation of two-thirds being disregarded’ 

 

For completeness, the Meetings Administrator also read out the relevant section of Standing Order 

No 12 which states: ‘The Mayor, the Chairman of the Protocol Committee and the Chief Executive 

may decide on the listing of potentially controversial items on the agenda and the members 

submitting these items shall receive written notification of the decision’. 

 

A heated discussion ensued following which the Mayor invoked Standing Order 18 and adjourned 

the meeting for five minutes.  

 

Following resumption of the meeting and in accordance with Standing Order No 25, the motion to 

suspend standing orders to allow for a discussion on why the joint motion submitted by Councillor 

J Pender and Councillor B Young was ruled out of this month’s agenda under Standing Order No 

12, was put to a vote. 

Resolved with 12 members voting in favor of the suspension of standing orders and 24 members 

voting against the suspension of standing orders with no abstentions, the motion to suspend 

standing orders fell.  

 

 

04/0418 

Chief Executives monthly management report 

The members noted the Chief Executives monthly management report. 

Resolved with the agreement of the members present that the Chief Executives monthly 

management report be noted. 

 

05/0418 

Section 183 Notices 

The members considered the following Section 183 Notices: 

 

i. Disposal of freehold interest in Lease dated 14 January 1997, 0.4259 hectares of  

land, Newbridge Industrial Estate. 
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ii. Disposal of freehold interest in Lease dated 9 November 2009 , 0.1297 hectares of  

land, Newbridge Industrial Estate. 

iii. Disposal of land by way of lease of lands at Jigginstown, Naas (0.1138 hectares) to 

    Enable Ireland. 

iv. Disposal of land by way of lease to Monasterevan Tidy Towns, (0.486 and 0.8668  

hectares of land). 

 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Hillis, seconded by Councillor Caldwell and agreed by the 

members present, pursuant to Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001,  that the council 

consents to the disposal of these lands in accordance with the statutory notices dated 10 April 

2018. 

 

06/0418 

Audit Committee Annual Report 2017 

The Mayor welcomed Mr Denis Doherty, Chair of the Audit Committee, to the meeting. Mr Doherty 

thanked the members for the invitation noting that this report is the ninth report of the Audit 

Committee to the elected members of the Kildare County Council.  He confirmed that the 

establishment of the Audit Committee is based in primary and secondary legislation and it is a 

statutory committee of the council appointed under Section 89 of the Local Government Reform 

Act 2014.  

Mr Doherty stated a work programme is agreed each year and the committee meets five times a 

year and works in accordance with the governing legislation and the Audit Committee Charter. 

They also work closely with Internal Audit and prepare a report at the end of each year as they are 

required to do under legislation. Mr Doherty outlined that their role is advisory as opposed to 

supervisory and there will be a continued emphasis on value for money in their work in 2018. He 

confirmed the committee had met with the Local Government Auditor regarding their respective 

roles, and noted that the Local Government Auditors Report was again unqualified. 

Mr Doherty concluded by thanking all the members of the committee and the executive for their 

work, stating it was a pleasure to work alongside them. 

Councillor McEvoy enquired if reports from NOAC feed into the work of the Audit Committee. Mr 

Doherty confirmed they did, stating they are seen as an important part of their work programme to 

ensure closer alignment and agreement to identification of risk, both locally and nationally and the 

committee reports on actions, if any, on issues raised on foot of these reports.  
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Councillor McLoughlin Healy welcomed Mr Doherty to the meeting stating she had been asking 

that he attend for some time as Department Guidelines clearly state members have a right to ask 

questions of the Chair of the Audit Committee once a year. Councillor McLoughlin Healy asked Mr 

Doherty a number of questions to include a) if he had an opinion on why he had not attended a full 

council meeting in the last four years, b) why no reference was made to issues raised around 

grant funding of Affordable Housing Bodies and procurement in the 2017 report and c) asked what 

are the areas of most concern that the elected members should be made aware of.  

Mr Doherty confirmed it is the prerogative of the council to invite the Chair to a meeting, and that is 

how it should be, and once the invite was extended he had accepted. He outlined the Audit 

Committee role is an oversight/advisory role and that it would be unusual for an audit report to 

have a lot of detail on the issues referred to. He stated there are a number of broad areas of 

regulation to include the Executive, the Local Government Auditor, the Internal Auditor and outside 

regulatory bodies and that all of these have a role to play. Councillor Pender stated she had 

similar issues to Councillor McLoughlin Healy in accessing audit reports and asked had Mr 

Doherty been made aware of that and whether he had received her communications in relation to 

recommendations relating to Affordable Housing Bodies. Mr Doherty confirmed he had been made 

aware of this at the Audit Committee meeting which considered the issues raised. He confirmed 

the committee was very conscious of their role as an Audit Committee, what their reporting 

relationships are and being mindful of normal communication channels. He further confirmed there 

was nothing in their Charter to assist individuals, or members of the council and did not have the 

authority to address the issue in the way the councillor had wished.  

Mr Doherty further noted the Audit Committee is in existence with the approval of the council and 

that their Charter has been approved also thus it is in the hands of the council as to the working 

relationship between the committee and the members. 

On a point of order, Councillor McLoughlin Healy asked why the members are being denied 

access to Internal Audit reports to the Chief Executive and why the report to council today does 

not included anything about issues that have been reported on. Mr Doherty stated there are 

entitlements and restraints in the area being referred to and the Audit Committee are careful to 

fulfil their role in this regard.   

The Chief Executive thanked Mr Doherty for his fair and balanced report noting it is not his role to 

explain the overall regulatory process that is in place. He confirmed the Local Government Auditor 

carries out an independent full audit on the activities and expenses of the local authority. The 

Internal Auditor reports to the Audit Committee and Management Team and noted the Audit 



Kildare County Council  
 
 

 
Kildare County Council minutes 300418                                                                  Page 6 
 

Committee itself has 3 elected representative which have been appointed by the council  who 

represent the members on it.  

 

Mr Carey also confirmed there is oversight provided by NOAC, the Ombudsman and other 

statutory bodies and he was very satisfied with the Local Government Audit Report which clearly 

set out that Kildare County Council is doing the job as envisaged. He also confirmed that he goes 

before the Audit Committee every year and acts on any recommendations, as required and 

thanked Mr Doherty for his role as Chair, and the other members of the committee for the work 

they do. 

 

07/0418 

Gnó and Mhéara/Mayors Business 

The Mayor confirmed he and Mr Minnock, Director of Service attended a remembrance mass in 

memory of Mr Pierce Lynam from Kentucky. He also attended the launch of a book in the 

Allenwood GAA centre titled The Allen and visited the O.N.E on the Curragh. 

 

Mayor Miley also attended two launch events in advance of the Punchestown Festival and the 

opening day of the festival and the official opening of the new Huntstand. The Mayor 

complimented the organisers of the festival noting they had the biggest attendance to date for the 

festival at 127,000 and asked that a letter of congratulations issue from the Mayor and members 

of Kildare County Council, in this regard. 

 

He also stated that following the presentation made to full council in February by Ms Dee 

Ahearne, Chief Executive Officer, Barretstown, he proposed that the council meeting concludes 

at 5pm after the May meeting and the members visit the facility. He confirmed that transport 

would be arranged and Corporate Services would be in touch further on this matter.  

 

The Mayor confirmed the official opening of the Athy Library was taking place on Thursday 03 

May by Minister Ring and extended an invite to all the members. 
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08/0418 

Comhfhreagras/Correspondence 

The Meetings Administrator confirmed six items of correspondence had been received, three 

resolutions and three replies to correspondence issued which had been circulated to the members 

with the progress report.  

 

09/0418 

Comhdhálacha agus Traenáil/Conferences and Training 

The Meetings Administrator referred to the report dated 26 April 2018 circulated to the members. 

 

Resolved that having regard to Section 142(5) of the Local Government Act 2001, as amended by 

Section 53(2) of the Local Government Reform Act 2014 the following approval is granted for the 

following: 

Retrospective approval for training for Councillor M Aspell, T Redmond, F McLoughlin Healy, J 

Neville and S Power to attend the AILG annual conference on 12 & 13 April in the Park Hotel, 

Dungarven, Co Waterford, COuncillor M Aspell and J Neville to attend the LAMA Spring Training 

Seminar on 6 & & April in the Central Hotel, Donegal Town and Councillor M Miley to attend the 

AILG Module 1 Training on the 22 February in the Mullinagar Park Hotel, Mullingar. 

Approval for training for Councillor S O'Neill to attend the National Planning Framework 

Conference on 31 May in the Central Hotel, Exchequer Street, Dublin 2 and Councillors M Miley, B 

Weld, M Aspell and T Redmond to attend the 38th MacGill Summer School 2018 in Glenties, Co. 

Donegal. 

 

10/0418 

Report from Housing Strategic Policy Committee  

Councillor Kennedy confirmed that the work programme for the SPC had been agreed for 2018 

which in broad terms included Rebuilding Ireland, Choice Based Lettings, Rapid Build Housing 

and Homelessness. Key Policy areas for 2018 also include the Vacant Homes Strategy, the 

Homeless Action Plan which was adopted by council in December 2017, the Disability Strategy 

and the 5 pillars under Rebuilding Ireland, Action Plan for Housing and Homelessness. Councillor 

Kennedy confirmed the SPC meets four times a year, reports to CPG on a regular basis and feeds 

into the Integration Strategy Implementation Committee who meet on a monthly basis in Eyre 
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Powell to assist residents to source housing. The SPC also feeds into the Regional Homeless 

Forum. 

Councillor Kennedy confirmed Councillor Stafford’s motion referral regarding the placing of a cap 

on the number of units purchased by Kildare County Council was discussed and whilst the 

members acknowledged that the motion raised valid queries, they were not in favour of imposing a 

cap. Councillor Kennedy confirmed Councillor Redmond’s motion referral requesting Kildare 

County Council include a tenant representative on the SPC had also been discussed and that it 

had been confirmed that the formulation of SPC’s is governed by regulations which do not allow 

for the request as submitted in the motion. He also confirmed the format of the vacant housing 

report was raised following a further query from Councillor Cussen but the SPC members were not 

in favour of changing the format to include addresses.  

Councillor Kennedy concluded by outlining the challenges and opportunities for the SPC going 

forward and wished to thank the Director, his staff and the members of the SPC for their ongoing 

assistance to him as Chair and for the challenging work that they do.  

 

 

11/0418 

Annual Roads Programme 2018 

The members considered the Annual Roads Programme 2018.  

 

Resolved that the Annual Roads Programme 2018 be noted.  

 

 

12/0418 

Report from Environment and Water Services Strategic Policy Committee 

Councillor S Power confirmed the SPC had agreed their work plan for 2018 and had met last week 

and dealt with a number of policy issues such as the Draft Cemetery bye-laws, Water Fluoridation 

and the Tidy Towns report. They had also considered plans to deal with a) dumping and b) dog 

fouling. Councillor Power confirmed they had dealt with a number of motion referrals from 

Councillors also.  The first request was from Councillor McLoughlin Healy in relation to 

management of Food Waste. Councillor Power confirmed they had received a presentation from 

Mr Odile Le Bolloch from the EPA on tackling food waste having regard to key initiatives, policys 

and resources. Councillor Cussen’s motion in relation to glyphosate in public areas was 
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considered with a presentation from Mr Gordon Rennick to discuss the Department of Agriculture’s 

position in relation to the use of glyphosate.  

The motion referral from Councillor O’Neill in relation to the European Union Soils Directive was 

discussed and Mr Dave Beecher, Consultant attended and gave a presentation on the ongoing 

concerns relating to the denudement of nutrients in soils, with particular reference to Ireland. 

Councillor Stafford’s motion referral in relation to community Halloween activities was also 

considered and agreement was reached to replicate the approach taken in the Athy Municipal 

District where festival/parade is arranged for Halloween. Councillor O’Neills request to extend the 

powers of the Community Wardens was also considered and it was agreed that the powers they 

currently hold are efficient and effective and no changes are required.  

Councillor Power thanked Mr Boland, Director of Service and all the members of the SPC for their 

continued work and dedication to the work of this committee. Councillor Cussen noted that the 

committee may need to revisit the issue of glyphosates in the future following notice from Irish 

Water on the matter. 

 

Mr Boland Director of Service thanked the members of the committee for their continued support 

and apologised for the delay in getting the Draft Cemetery Bye-Laws out to public display but 

confirmed they would go to public consultation this week. He also confirmed a very good joint 

meeting had been held with the Planning SPC in relation to signage in the county. Following an 

enquiry from Councillor O’Neill he confirmed the Derelict Sites policy and procedures issue is not 

on the work programme for 2018 but he would be happy to extend an invite to all the elected 

members when the matter is being discussed. In response to Councillor Youngs enquiry with 

regard to solar farms, he stated a motion to full council might be appropriate in this regard.  

 

The Mayor thanked Councillor Power and Mr Boland and complimented Mr Boland for his 

leadership in relation to the works done in the graveyard in Athy. 

 

 

13/0418 

Annual Financial Statements for 2017 

The members agreed to take items no. 11 & 12 on the agenda together.  

 

To note the Annual Financial Statements for 2017 
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To approve over-expenditure for the year ended 31 December 2017 

 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Hillis, seconded by Councillor Keatley and agreed by the 

members present that the Annual Financial Statements for 2017 and the over-expenditure for the 

year ended 31 December 2017, be approved. 

 

                       

Tuarascáil agus Moltaí ó Choistí 

Committee Reports and Recommendations 

 

             14/0418 

Report from the Protocol Committee on Live Streaming of council meetings 

 

Report:  A report from Mr T McDonnell, Director of Service stated the report circulated at the 

March meeting of the Protocol Committee was attached and the estimated cost is approximately 

€15,000 per annum excluding set up costs.  

Councillor Scully stated the issue had been discussed by the Protocol Committee at their last 

meeting. He outlined that no budget had been provided for this item in 2018 and there were costs 

associated with both the initial set up and the annual running costs. He also stated the council was 

heading into the last 12 months of its term and suggested that it might be appropriate for the 

decision to be made by the next council. He also confirmed that council members do not have the 

same privilege in the chamber as Deputies do in Dail Eireann and this has to be considered when 

making a decision on the matter. For these reasons, Councillor Scully stated the Protocol 

Committee had agreed to refer the report to full council with no recommendation from the Protocol 

Committee. 

Councillor McLoughlin Healy expressed her dissatisfaction at the length of time the matter was 

ongoing stating the budget argument does not hold up given the costs involved are not significant. 

Cllr McLoughlin Healy also stated that the Chair of the Protocol Committees statement in relation 

to budget concerns and deferring a decision around web-casting for the next council to agree, was 

a personal opinion only and was not the proposal agreed by the Protocol Committee. She stated 

that the issue had been referred between Protocol and full council with no-one willing to make a 
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decision and noted her dissatisfaction that no recommendation was being made by the Protocol 

Committee as her request for live-streaming is to make local politics more readily available and 

transparent to the people of Kildare. A discussion took place on the issue of live-streaming. 

For clarity, The Meetings Administrator read Councillor McLoughlin Healy’s motion from November 

2017 into the record 

 “That the council follow the lead of other county councils around the country who have enhanced 

the transparency and accountability of their councils while protecting against misrepresentations of 

what happens in the chamber and introduce either streaming or transcription of council meetings”.  

Councillor Scully reiterated the point that it had been agreed by the members of the Protocol 

Committee that the report on live streaming of council meetings be referred to full council for 

approval, with no recommendation from the Protocol Committee. 

The Mayor put the motion to the floor. 

Councillor McLoughlin Healy called for a roll call vote which received the required support in 

accordance with Standing Order No 20.  

Councillors R Cronin, Í Cussen, M Lynch, F McLoughlin Healy, M Miley Jnr, N Ó Cearúil, S O’Neill, 

J Pender, T Redmond, M Wall, and B Young voted in favour of the motion.  

Councillors A Breen, B Caldwell, D Callaghan, M Coleman, M Dalton, S Doyle, T Durkan, B Hillis, I 

Keatley, C Kelly, A Larkin, M McCabe, P McEvoy, S Moore, T Murray, J Neville, R Power, S 

Power, D Scully, M Stafford, P Ward and B Weld voted against the motion. 

Councillors M Aspell, A Breslin, F Brett, K Byrne, D Fitzpatrick, P Kennedy and J Mc Ginley were 

absent. 

Resolved with 11 members voting in favour of the motion, 22 members voting against the motion 

and 7 members absent, the motion fell.  

 

 

Tairisceana Reatha Feidhmeanna na Comhairle Contae 

Current Motions Kildare County Council Functions 
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15/0418 

Meetings with the Department of Education and Kildare County Council  

The following motion in the name of Councillor Doyle was considered. 

That the practice of quarterly meetings between the Department of Education and Kildare County 

Council be reinstated for the purpose of ensuring sufficient delivery of schools to meet needs and 

regular updates are provided to ensure that the schedule of delivery of same is in sync with 

population growth and that these meetings be supported by current statistics compiled by All 

Ireland Research Observatory (AIRO) reports in conjunction with the planning departments 

commencement notices and projected development figures. 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Doyle and seconded by Councillor S Power.  

Report:  A report from Mr P Minnock, Director of Service Planning and Strategic Development 

stated that the council had regular meetings with officials from the Department of Education and 

Skills concerning issues of mutual concern.   In addition, the Department is included as a statutory 

body from whom a submission is requested as part of the review of each of our Local Area Plans 

and of our County Development Plan. 

The council will schedule quarterly meetings with the Department of Education and Skills. 

Councillor Doyle thanked the Director for his report stating she had recently attended a public 

meeting on the Magee Barracks site at which is was very hard to get information around what the 

standards are for such a development and how the soft supports such as schools, doctors, 

recreation and amenity facilities would be delivered. Councillor Wall supported the motion stating 

the soft supports are vital for people and that schools are just not being delivered. Councillor 

McEvoy asked if the members could receive an update from the meetings with the Department. 

Councillor Young asked whether it would be possible that a member of each municipal district 

could attend the quarterly meetings with the Department.  

Mr Minnock confirmed the need to reintroduce the meetings with the Department was due to the 

upsurge in house building again stating there is a nominated point of contact in the Department 

and in the Planning Department to deal with this issue. He undertook to give periodic updates to 

the members going forward.   
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Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Doyle, seconded by Councillor S Power and agreed by 

the members present that the report be noted and the members receive periodic updates on the 

meetings with the Department of Education and Skills.  

 

16/0418 

Return to use of vacant houses via the quick turnaround scheme 

The following motion in the name of Councillor Redmond was considered. 

That the members be given a report detailing the return to use of vacant houses via the quick 

turnaround scheme as introduced by Kildare County Council which allocates a two-week period 

per unit for renovations.  The report to include the time frames from when a house is bought or 

becomes vacant to the keys given out to a tenant, details of how much money has been sent back 

to the Department that has been allocated to individual houses for fixing under the new house 

purchase scheme etc.  

The motion was proposed by Councillor Redmond and seconded by Councillor O’Neill.  

Report: A report from Mr T McDonnell, Director of Housing and Corporate Services stated the 

procedure for turning around vacant houses once they arrive at the Housing Maintenance Division 

is as follows: 

 Works file created and issued to Engineer for allocation. 

 Allocated to a Clerk of Works following a preliminary inspection with regards to the 

extent and value of works envisaged. 

 Schedule of Works prepared by the Clerk of Works so as to bring the house up to 

acceptable standards in accordance with current regulations. 

 Preliminary Health & Safety Plan drafted up to take into account any perceived risks.  

Serious ones to be controlled prior to works allocation. 

 If major works are required, these are procured through a mini-tendering system via a 

framework of prequalified contractors.  Duration of works is set by agreement between 

the contractor and the council and can generally be anything from 21 to 40 days, 

depending on the extent of works. 

 If only minor works are required, allocated to a Quick Turnaround contractor using 

rates already supplied.  Duration of works set by agreement between contractor and 

the council and can generally be anything between 2 and 6 weeks. 

 Works snagged upon completion. 

 Notification issued to Housing Allocations team that house is fit for allocation. 
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 Once allocated, tenant provided with induction by the Clerk of Works upon handover of 

keys on-site. 

There is a common problem throughout the construction industry at present with getting 

competent contractors to carry out works and the resultant knock-on is that prices are gradually 

rising.  This is not unique to Kildare County Council, or indeed to any local authority.  We are 

addressing this at present by advertising later this week for a new Framework Agreement for 

Housing Maintenance Contractors.  It is envisaged that the new Framework will be in place by 

mid-July. 

Councillor Redmond thanked the Director for his report and stated he was aware of units where it 

took well in excess of 40 days to turn them around. He also asked how many units are coming 

back to council following court proceedings and also asked for some clarification on the framework 

agreement.  

Mr McDonnell confirmed he would not discuss specific cases/units in the chamber but that the 

members were welcome to come to him or any member of the housing department directly on any 

issue in this regard. He confirmed very few units are coming back to the council via court 

proceedings and stated the framework agreement relates to a panel of pre-qualified contractors 

who have the required Health & Safety in place, an agreed pricing structure has been reached and 

insurance requirements in situ so that the council does not have to advertise each time works are 

required.   

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Redmond, seconded by Councillor O’Neill and agreed by 

the members present that the report be noted.  

 

17/0418 

Breakdown of expenditure across all local and national media  

The following motion in the name of Councillor McLoughliln Healy was considered. 

That the council provide a breakdown of its expenditure across all local and national media from 

2014. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor McLoughlin Healy and seconded by Councillor Pender. 
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Report: A report from Mr T McDonnell, Director of Service gave a breakdown of expenditure on 

media (Local & National) from 2014 

Year Local National 

2014 €149,174.85 €84,324.12 

2015 €118,468.78 €71,227.78 

2016 €65,656.88 €15,005.43 

2017 €214,555.21 €337,633.54 

2018 to March €10,177.93 €10,795.72 

 

Councillor Mc Loughlin Healy stated the information provided was as she had requested but she 

also required a further breakdown of the spend on local/national/social media etc and confirmed 

she had submitted an email request to the Director of Housing and Corporate Services that 

morning, to that effect. 

Mr McDonnell confirmed the information provided was as had been requested but that he would 

follow up on the additional information that had been subsequently requested. 

Councillor McLoughlin Healy expressed her thanks in this regard and asked as to the reasons for 

the significant increase in expenditure in 2017 from other years. Mr McDonnell confirmed 2017 

had seen a large number of statutory notice adverts for different projects ie. Kerrdiffstown, which 

led to the higher costs incurred in 2017. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor McLoughlin Healy, seconded by Councillor Pender and 

agreed by the members present that the report be noted and the additional breakdown of 

information be provided to Councillor McLoughlin Healy.  

 

18/0418 

Scheduling of road works, traffic management plans and consultation with members  

The following motion in the name of Councillor Scully was considered. 
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That the council outline the decision making process with regard to the scheduling of road works, 

the traffic management plans and the consultation with elected members before works commence. 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Scully and seconded by Councillor Durkan.  

Report: A report from Mr N Morrissey, Director of Service stated the commencement of 

construction is controlled generally by the procurement process. Once design is advanced 

sufficiently to allow the tender process commence, procurement can begin subject to the approval 

of the sanctioning authority and sponsoring authority. The length of the tender process is 

determined by the requirements of the procurement regulations and to a lesser extent, the 

complexity of the project. Once tenders are received and assessed, a recommendation to proceed 

to the award of a contract is made. This recommendation and award must proceed reasonably 

quickly (to avoid the tenders going out of date) and if award proceeds, the contractor must 

normally commence on site within 20 days.  

As can be seen from the above, the date of commencement is more or less set when the 

procurement starts. It can vary a few weeks either way but not significantly and the process can be 

stalled by legal challenges to the procurement at various stages. 

Traffic management plans (TMPs) for an individual contract are agreed at a technical level and are 

not referred to the Municipal District members.  In fact, timescales and contract liability 

considerations mitigate against any such consultation.  Roads projects require co-ordination and 

are agreed by the Senior Engineer in consultation with the Municipal District Engineer and relevant 

Project Engineer.  Finally, the scheduling of the works is a matter for the contractor.   

There are many projects on public roads which are outside the control of the Local Authority.  An 

example is the recent contract on Naas Main Street relating to the undergrounding of electricity 

lines. This is an ESB Networks contract funded by Kildare County Council and a road opening 

licence was issued.  The contract is neither procured by, or within the control of Kildare County 

Council but obviously has benefits for the council. 

Councillor Scully thanked Mr Morrissey for the report noting this issue effects every member of the 

council and asked that members be at the forefront of all information that is being provided. He 

also enquired why TMPs were agreed at technical level and asked if there could be a process at 

Municipal District level where they could be discussed. Councillor O’Neill supported the motion 
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enquiring why these type of works could not be carried out after hours. Councillor Keatley also 

supported the motion and raised concerns around Health and Safety obligations of private 

contractors.  

Mr Morrissey expressed his disappointment at the members comments re lack of communication 

given the members are at all times kept informed of planned works stating the Project Managers 

within the municipal districts are very cognisant of timings of works. He confirmed the council has 

no control over a third party contractors and confirmed it is not possible to consult with the 

members during a Traffic Management Plan review but the members are always advised via 

numerous forums, of the outcome. Mr Morrissey stated the new Mapalerter system being 

purchase by council will be another method of keeping the members up to date and informed of 

works due to take place.  

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Scully, seconded by Councillor Durkan and agreed by the 

members present that the report be noted.  

 

19/0418 

Information in progress reports  

The following motion in the name of Councillor Moore was considered. 

That information being circulated in progress reports be re-examined by an appropriate committee 

for better information details including prioritising and completion/delivery schedules, as recent 

information received as progress reports viz 1) Recent Roads Section report on Bus Shelters, 2) 

Recent Roads Section report on TAAG and 3) Monthly Vacant House Report from Housing 

Section, are neither helpful or informative for members and are designed to hide poor work 

progress for fixed meeting dates that is unacceptably short on detail or progress. 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Moore and seconded by Councillor Caldwell.  

Report: A report from Mr Morrissey, Director of Service stated that the Roads Department 

responds to a significant number of motions and questions on a monthly basis as requested 

through the 5 Municipal Districts (~1,000 responses to Roads questions and motions were 

provided in 2017). Where full and complete responses cannot be provided, the issue raised is 

included on the Progress Report.  
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When the Roads Department receives an update, such as from the National Transport Authority 

(NTA), Department of Transport, Dublin Bus, an adjacent Local Authority or other source, the 

policy is to provide this information to the relevant MD members as soon as possible. Given the 

number of agencies and stakeholders we are required to engage with in order to provide 

responses to questions raised by Members, the control of timelines for delivery of responses and 

information is challenging. 

With specific reference to the bus shelter update report (provided to the members on 11/04/2018), 

the NTA is funding and scheduling its contractor, JCDecaux, to install shelters at selected 

locations throughout the county. While engagement with the relevant Municipal District Engineers 

is ongoing, the scheduling and installation of the shelters is not within the remit of the Roads 

Department but the outcome is for the benefit of public transport users 

Report: A report from Mr T McDonnell, Director of Service stated that with regard to item (3), the 

format and content of the vacant housing report has been considered by the Housing Strategic 

Policy Committee, at the request of full council, on a number of occasions, including most recently 

at a meeting of the SPC on 8 February 2018.  At that meeting there was consensus among the 

members of the SPC that they were satisfied with the report as it is currently presented.  This 

matter was further considered by full council at meeting on 26 March 2018 and it was agreed that 

in future the vacant house report would be dated for the month it applies to and that a new column 

be inserted in the report to indicate if the vacant houses had changed and how many had been 

added/reviewed each month. 

Councillor Moore thanked Mr Morrissey for his report and asked that information being provided at 

municipal district level be more expansive and detailed and that no cognisance of this is being 

taken into account when compiling these reports currently.  

Councillor Moore noted the information contained in the Vacant Housing report had improved 

recently.  

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Moore seconded by Councillor Caldwell and agreed by 

the members present that the report be noted.  
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21/0418 

Family Resource Centres 

The following motion in the name of Councillor Stafford and Councillor Brett was considered. 

That the council welcomes the announcement of two new Family Resource Centres for County 

Kildare and will continue to work with all of the relevant agencies to combat disadvantage and 

promote the family unit. 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Stafford and seconded by Councillor Hillis.  

Report: A report from Ms S Kavanagh, Director of Services, Economic, Community and Cultural 

Development stated the Community Department is fully supportive of this motion and the 

sentiment contained therein. 

Councillor Stafford stated that at the meeting last month the council was referencing Kildare as a 

wealthy county but he noted that there are still huge pockets of disadvantage in the county, 

particularly in West Kildare and Kildare Town. He wished to acknowledge the support of Deputy 

Martin Heydon and Deputy Sean O’Fearghail for these two facilities. 

The Mayor supported Councillor Staffords motion thanking Ms Kavanagh, Director of Service, the 

work of the LCDC and the work of Deputy Fiona O’Loughlin in supporting these centres also. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Stafford, seconded by Councillor Hillis and agreed by the 

members present that the report be noted.  

 

Tairisceana Reatha Nach feidhmeanna na Comhairle Contae iad 

Current Motions Non-Kildare County Council Functions  

22/0418 

Loco Parentis clause  

The following motion in the name of Councillor Kelly was considered. 

That the council support the Jack and Jill Children’s Foundation in urging the Health Service 

Executive (HSE) to abolish the loco parentis clause in homecare nursing contracts for sick 

children, the website link is as follows: https://www.jackandjill.ie/the-jack-jill-childrens-foundation-

urges-the-hse-to-abolish-loco-parentis-clause-in-homecare-nursing-contracts/ 

https://www.jackandjill.ie/the-jack-jill-childrens-foundation-urges-the-hse-to-abolish-loco-parentis-clause-in-homecare-nursing-contracts/
https://www.jackandjill.ie/the-jack-jill-childrens-foundation-urges-the-hse-to-abolish-loco-parentis-clause-in-homecare-nursing-contracts/
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The motion was proposed by Councillor Kelly and seconded by Councillor Ward. 

Report: A report from Mr T McDonnell, Director of Service stated this is a matter for the members 

to agree.  

Councillor Kelly welcomed Ms Sandra Nolan, Director of Nursing at the Jack & Jill Foundation, to 

the meeting noting the phenomenal work carried out by the organisation in providing end of life 

care for children. Councillor Kelly noted 350 families are being affected by this clause which 

prohibits the parent from leaving the house, which is an additional burden on already suffering 

parents.  

Councillor McEvoy thanked Councillor Kelly for raising the issue and suggested engaging in the 

mechanisms that are open to the members as the council has 3 reps on the Mid East Health 

Forum and there was merit in referring this matter to the Forum.  

Councillor McLoughin Healy asked if it was possible to include “In the absence of a reasonable 

explanation” in the request to the HSE to try to understand the rationale for the inclusion of such a 

clause. 

Councillor Kelly was happy to accept the two recommendations from the floor. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Kelly, seconded by Councillor Ward and agreed by the 

members present that the council refer the motion to the Mid East Health Forum and write to the 

HSE stating that in the absence of a reasonable explanation, that the council support the Jack and 

Jill Children’s Foundation in urging the Health Service Executive (HSE) to abolish the loco parentis 

clause in homecare nursing contracts for sick children. 

 

 

23/0418 

Use of all bleaches, chemical detergents and other poisonous cleaning substances 

The following motion in the name of Councillor Lynch was considered. 

That the council calls on the Government to plan a managed transition from the use of all 

bleaches, chemical detergents and other poisonous cleaning substances which enter our drains 

and end up poisoning our water supply and that the council seek a response from the Department 

of Communications, Climate Action and Environment on same. 
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The motion was proposed by Councillor Lynch and seconded by Councillor Redmond. 

Report: A report from Mr J Boland, Director of Services, Environment and Water Services 

 stated that all cleaning products available for purchase in Ireland must conform to EU standards 

and this is reflected in the labelling and instructions for use contained thereon. From a Kildare 

County Council perspective the following sets out how discharges are managed through treatment 

systems. All premises connected to the foul sewer system will have their discharges ultimately 

treated at waste water treatment plants (operated by Irish Water). 

Kildare County Council also monitors discharges from commercial premises through Section 16 

discharge notices which set down strict standards in relation to trade effluent.  The discharges 

from the Waste Water Treatment Plants are licensed by the EPA who enforces strict parameters 

through a robust monitoring regime. 

Individual householders have their own wastewater treatment systems - septic tanks etc which are 

authorised under the planning system and maybe subject to inspection. 

The proposal contained in the motion regarding availability of cleaning products would have to be 

considered at National and European Level.  If the members agree, the matter can be referred to 

the Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environment for review. 

Councillor Lynch thanked Mr Boland for the report stating he was hopeful of an engaging response 

from the Department.  

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Lynch seconded by Councillor Redmond and agreed by 

the members present that a response be sought from the Department of Communications, Climate 

Action and Environment. 

24/0418 

Green Ribbon Campaign 

The following motion from Councillor O’Neill was considered. 

That the council and its’ members support and distribute the Green Ribbon Campaign to 

reduce stigma around mental health for the month of May. Green ribbons are freely available to 

order from this website:  

https://seechange.ie/green-ribbon/ 

https://seechange.ie/green-ribbon/
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The motion was proposed by Councillor O’Neill and seconded by Councillor Ward. 

Report: A report from Mr T McDonnell, Director of Service, Housing and Corporate Services 

stated this is a matter for the members to agree. 

The members thanked Councillor O’Neill for her motion and welcomed any support in the area of 

mental health awareness and promotion. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor O’Neill, seconded by Councillor Ward and agreed by the 

members present that the report be noted. 

 

25/0418 

Irish Congress of Trade Unions Charter for Housing Rights  

The following joint motion in the name of Councillor Wall, Councillor Breen, Councillor Breslin, 

Councillor Byrne and Council McGinley was considered. 

That Kildare County Council supports the Irish Congress of Trade Unions charter for housing 

rights and writes to the Minister for Housing, Planning and Local Government confirming this 

support.  

The motion was proposed by Councillor Breslin and seconded by Councillor Breen.  

Report: A report from Mr T McDonnell, Director of Service, Housing and Corporate Services 

stated this is a matter for the members to agree.  

Councillor Breslin stated the charter states that the housing and homelessness crisis is the 

defining issue of our time and it demands an urgent, coherent and significantly enhanced official 

response. She stated it contains 5 main principles and the requirement to call a housing crisis as 

we cannot rely on the voluntary housing bodies and the private developers to address this matter.  

 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Breslin seconded by Councillor Breen and agreed by the 

members present, that the report be noted.  


